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Unit 01 New York City Part 1 of 3
The Big Apple - largest city in the U.S.
We are at the Big Apple, otherwise
known as New York City, which is the
largest city in the United States. There
are about twenty million people living in

Five very different districts

Greater New York, the cultural and economic center of the United States.

The history of New York City
In 1626, the Dutch bought the island
of Manhattan from the Native Americans for a ridiculously low price, and it
was there that they founded the trading
center of New Amsterdam. Around fifty

years later, the British captured the island and called it New York in honor of
the Duke of York.

Today, New York exists of five very
different districts: Manhattan, Brooklyn,
Queens, the Bronx, and Staten Island.
The area of New York is about three
times the size of Vienna’s. The island of

Manhattan is the city center
Nearly all the important sights and skyscrapers are located here. Manhattan is
still the most densely populated island in
the world with 28,000 people per square
kilometer.

On the southern point of Manhattan,
you will find the Financial District, which
is the world’s financial center. Here, every
day, millions of dollars are exchanged.
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The New York Stock Exchange on Wall
Street is the hub of this district. Since
2015, the Freedom Tower is the tallest

The gigantic Freedom Tower

called the Twins and about 50,000 people worked in this monstrous building.
But on September 11, 2001, the unbelievable happened: 2470 people died at
the 9/11 terror attacks in New York City.

building in the Western hemisphere. It
has a height of 541 meters and is the

The 9/11 Memorial - a place of tribute
main building of the rebuilt World Trade
Center complex in Lower Manhattan.

The former WTC was destroyed

The 9/11 Memorial is located at the original site of the former World Trade Center.
It is a place of remembrance and tribute
to the victims of the terror attacks.

Until September 2001, the World
Trade Center towered above the entire
district with its massive twin towers.
Banks, insurance companies, offices,

Also in the south of Manhattan, you
will find Battery Park. Through the haze
of the city, you already become aware of
Liberty Island and the delicate contours of
and hundreds of businesses had their
headquarters in both of these enormous
skyscrapers. The towers, which loomed
over 400 meters high in the sky, were

The Statue of Liberty
The ship is jam-packed with tourists, and
after a fifteen-minute ride, we reach the
small island where the enormous Statue
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of Liberty is. Lady Liberty stands before
us big and powerful. She is America’s
most famous lady and was a gift from

attractions on Broadway are shows and
musicals. Times Square is the heart

Times Square - Theater District
of the Theater District. It is one of
world’s busiest pedestrian areas at
junction of Broadway and Seventh
enue. Times Square is also termed

the
the
Avthe

France as a memorial to the common
hard-won battle for the independence of
the United States of America. The fortysix-meter-high statue

Was brought to New York by ship
You can reach the top of the crown by
using the elevator and stairs. The proud
lady receives more than 4 million visitors yearly.

Center of the Universe or the Great White
Way - because of the many, bright neon
signs. A very popular meeting place and
view point are the red steps on Time
Square.

Chinatown in Manhattan
Another part of Manhattan is Chinatown, which is located in the south-

Broadway is the most famous street
in New York and extends north to
south through Manhattan. The Theater
District is especially well-known in Europe. It is the center of entertainment
and the theater world. The most popular

east of the island. Altogether, there
are nine Chinatown neighbourhoods in
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New York with more than 800,000 inhabitants. They represent the world’s
largest settlement of Chinese outside
of Asia. Temples, speciality stores,
and many restaurants give Chinatown
the exotic atmosphere of East Asia.

tiful and well-tended, but very expensive, residential area is Greenwich Village. It is a quarter where many artists
and intellectuals live.

Little Italy & Greenwich Village
The Italians have also settled together in their own part of a district and
have founded “Little Italy.” A very beau-
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Unit 02 New York City - Part 2 of 3
New York’s boroughs and districts
New York City consists of Manhattan, Brooklyn, Staten Island, Bronx, and
Queens. The oldest and by far the most

area north of 59th Street is called Uptown Manhattan. The island of Manhattan is also divided into an

East and West Zone

important borough is Manhattan Island.
Almost all the sights of the metropolis
are located here.

The area west of Fifth Avenue is called
the West Side, and that east of it is called
the East Side.

For easier orientation

The Flatiron Building

Manhattan is divided into the following
districts: South of Chambers Street is

On Fifth Avenue in the Midtown
Manhattan neighborhood is the Flatiron
Building. It received its name because
it has the shape of an iron.

the district of Lower Manhattan. Downtown Manhattan is the area south of
14th Street.
The Midtown Manhattan neighborhood is
between 34th and 59th street. And the

After its construction in 1902, the Flatiron Building quickly became one of New
York’s most famous skyscrapers. Also
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in the Midtown Manhattan district is
the famous Rockefeller Center. This colossal building complex consists of a total of 21 skyscrapers. Very famous is the
Lower Plaza of

The Rockefeller Center

where the largest Christmas tree in the
USA is lit, and an ice skating rink is installed for the Christmas season.

The Top of the Rock observation desk

Central Park
has an area of almost 350 hectares,
which is the size of about 500 soccer
fields. More than 40 million people visit
this green oasis every year—for walking, jogging, cycling, skating, sunbath-

ing, or relaxing. But it is also possible
to go horseback riding, boating, visit the
zoo, or have wedding parties here. Very
popular events are the Free Concerts in
the Park. Artists such as Elton John, Si-

is on the 70th floor of one of Rockefeller
Center’s skyscrapers. At the height of
about 260 meters, it offers a fantastic
view over Manhattan, especially the
nearby Central Park. Central Park is

mon & Garfunkel, Diana Ross, and Bruce
Springsteen have performed here in
front of over 100,000 people.

The Strawberry Fields
the most important recreational area and
the green lung of Manhattan. It extends
over 4 km from 59th to 110th Street.

are a memorial in Central Park in memory of John Lennon. It was named after
the song Strawberry Fields Forever
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by the ex-Beatle. John Lennon was shot
dead by a mentally ill fan in front of his
apartment building not far from Central
Park in 1980. Between Rockefeller Center and the Flatiron Building is

cluding the tower and antenna, the skyscraper measures 443 meters in height.
The elevator takes us to the

The famous Empire State Building

From here, we have a breathtaking view
of Manhattan. Here towards the north.

The skyscraper was built in 1931
from sandstone and granite in the Art
Deco style. The Empire State Building
was then the tallest building in the world
for over forty years. With more than

Four million visitors yearly

Observation terrace on the 86th floor

Towards the west. Towards the east. And
south to the Financial District and the
Hudson River.

Population of the U.S. and New York

it is one of the most famous sights in New
York. The Empire State Building also became famous as the backdrop for many

The United States of America is inhabited by more than 330 million people. New York is also known as the Big
Apple, and it is the city with the largest

internationally successful films such as
King Kong, Superman II, or Independence Day. The top floor of the Empire
State Building is 380 meters high. In-

population in the country. About 20 million people live in the Greater New York
area, and about 9 million live in the five
boroughs of the city area. In no other
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city in the world do people of so many
different ethnicities, nations, languages,
and religions live together as here in
New York. This is why

are spoken in the New York metropolitan
area. In almost 40% of all households,
people communicate in a language other
than English. The

The city is often called a melting pot

Difference between rich and poor

The population can be divided into
35 percent White, 28 percent Latino, 24

is much greater in the USA than in European countries. Also in the streets of

percent African-American, and 12 percent Asian. As a result of this cultural
diversity, about 800 different languages

New York you can spot poor and homeess people alongside wealthy residents.
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Unit 03 New York City - Part 3 of 3
The Big Apple’s economy
The New York metropolitan area is
one of the most important economic areas in the world. Together with London
and Tokyo, it is one of the largest financial centers in the world.

an important location for globally active
media groups. Numerous publishing

Important location for media groups

Numerous global corporations have their
headquarters in New York. Important industrial companies can be found in the
chemical, electrical engineering, printing, and textile sectors. But services also
play a significant role.

houses, music and film producers, and
television and radio stations are headquartered here. Brooklyn and the Bronx
are home to extensive port facilities,
warehouses, and large manufacturing
plants.

Tourism and international airports
The New York Stock Exchange
In Lower Manhattan, in the area of
Broad and Wall Street, is the New York
Stock Exchange—the largest securities
exchange in the world. New York is also

Tourism also plays a very important
role for the cosmopolitan city of New
York. More than 60 million people from
all over the world visit the metropolis
every year. New York has 3 international airports, John F. Kennedy, LaGuardia,
and Newark.
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The hudge port of New York

The New York Subway and bus lines

is located at the mouth of the Hudson
River into the Atlantic Ocean. The harbor

During rush hour, the subway trains run
every 3 minutes. In addition, more than
300 bus lines serve all parts of New York.
Located on the waterfront, New York also

entrance offers breathtaking views of
the Statue of Liberty and the Manhattan
skyline. Greater New York and the metropolitan area have a well-developed

Public transportation network
The largest train station in the world is
Grand Central Terminal on 42nd Street in
Midtown Manhattan. 700,000 people use
the station every day—no less than 700
trains pass through on 67 tracks each day.

The city’s primary mode of transportation is the New York Subway, which
transports about 1.5 billion people a year.
A total of 27 subway lines are available
to passengers.

uses ferryboats as public transportation.
Most of the ships connect the island of
Manhattan with the borough of Brooklyn.

The Brooklyn Bridge
was opened in 1883 and is another
landmark of New York. The combined
suspension and cable-stayed bridge
connects the two important boroughs of
Manhattan and Brooklyn.

Today, six lanes are leading across the
world-famous bridge. The level above
has a wide walkway for pedestrians and
cyclists.
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From there, you can enjoy impressive views of the roaring traffic over the
Brooklyn Bridge.

Guggenheim Museum
located in the Upper East Side neighborhood, also showcases modern art.The
distinctive building is a masterpiece of
architecture. It artfully combines various

The New York’s cultural offerings
are also world-class. In addition to
many outstanding attractions, there are
hundreds of museums, theaters, galleries,
department stores, and nearly 20,000 restaurants. New York is home to some of the

Best museums in the world
such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
also known as MET, the American Museum of Natural History, the 9/11 Memorial
Museum, or the Whitney Museum.

The Museum of Modern Art, also called
MoMA, houses one of the world’s most
important modern and contemporary art
collections. It features works of art ranging from painting, sculpture, photography, media, and architecture. The famous

geometric shapes such as circles, arcs,
squares, and triangles. The Guggenheim
Museum was designed by the American
star architect Frank Lloyd Wright and
opened in 1959. In the west of Manhattan, near the Hudson River, is

The High Line Park
This extraordinary park was created on a closed freight train track. This
elevated railway ran about 7.5 meters

above the street level of New York. The
track length of the High Line was more
than 2 kilometers. In 2006 - 2019, this
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former freight train track was gradually
transformed into a beautiful park. Today, the High Line is a planted oasis in
the heart of Manhattan.

views of New York’s skyscrapers.
Highline Park is also the place to

The beautiful walkway

Every year, works of art such as sculptures, murals, videos, or shows are
presented in this unique park setting.

leads past wildflowers, grasses, shrubs,
and trees—while offering impressive

Discover contemporary art
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Unit 04 Washington D.C. - the capital of the U.S.
Artificially planned and built
Our next destination on the east
coast is the capital of the United States:
Washington D.C. Washington is a city

The White House

that was artificially planned and built.
The cityscape is dominated by wide
streets, large parks, and many monumental buildings. The most meaningful
sight to see is the Capitol of Washington.

The Capitol - the U.S. government

is the office and residence of the
President of the United States. It carries this name because it was first burnt
down by the British and after the reconstruction was painted white.

The President of the United States
is elected to a four-year term. His duties
and responsibilities are similar to that of
the Austrian or German “Bundeskanzler.”

The obelisk Washington Monument
It is here that the headquarters of the
two chambers of the U.S. government
exist; the Senate and the House of Representatives.

The large obelisk Washington Monument was erected in honor of the first
President of the United States, George
Washington. Another memorial was
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The Vietnam Veterans Memorial

erected in memory of the victims of the
Vietnam War. Almost 58,000 American
soldiers died in Vietnam. Their average
age was 19 years.

African Americans in Washington
50% of Washington’s population is
black, giving it one of the highest percentage of African American citizens of
all the cities in the United States. Even

though the blacks within the last few decades have gained the same rights as the
whites, they are still not fully integrated
into society. The

Gap between rich and poor
is continually increasing in the United
States; therefore, the once dominant
middle class is fading away. Noticeably,

many people are living on the streets in
the noble, governmental city of Washington, as well as New York City.

Geography of the United States
At least now, after we set out from
the east coast to the center of the U.S.,
we become aware of just how large the
United States is. The U.S. covers an area
not less than 9.8 million square kilome-

ters. The largest stretch from the east
coast to the west coast proudly amounts
to 4,500 kilometers, and from the northern to the southern borders amounts
to about 2,700 kilometers. The United
States of America is politically

Structured into fifty states
Our Republic of Austria would be the
eleventh smallest state in the U.S., and
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the area of Germany would almost fit 28
times in the United States.

Links zu weiteren Unterrichtsmaterialien - Unit 04
Native-Speaker Schulfilm

#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6

Drag & Drop exercises- fill in the missing words
Matching – which photo refers to the text?
Listening exercise – can you find out the Ding-Dong word?
Describing & explaining – use the keywords for your story!
Vocabulary – test yourself!
Native-Speaker Commentary & Text

Download Area

Unit 04

Online-Exercises

SchülerInnen-Mappe			

MEMBER | Inhalt

Inhalt
Unit 01

New York City Part 1 of 3

Unit 02

New York City Part 2 of 3

Unit 03

New York City Part 3 of 3

Unit 04

Washington D.C.

Unit 05

Monument Valley - Navajo Indian Reservation - Calico
One of the most famous landscapes
Wild West films, TV shows, movies
Monument Valley is not a valley
Unique shapes and appearances
The Navajo Indian Reservation
Problems of the Native Americans
Hogans - traditional Navajo mud huts
Today, Calico is a ghost town
Back scrubs or a full wash?

Unit 06

Los Angeles & Hollywood

Unit 07

Grand Canyon National Park

Unit 08

Las Vegas & American Wedding

Unit 09

California

Unit 10

San Francisco

Unit 05

5.01
5.02
5.03
5.04
5.05
5.06
5.07
5.08
5.09.

Klicken Sie auf dieses Icon, um zum Schulfilm & Exercises dieser Unit zu gelangen.
Klicken Sie auf dieses Icon, um zu den Audio-Streams zu gelangen.

Herausgeber

SchülerInnen-Mappe			

MEMBER | Unit 05

Unit 05 Monument Valley - Navajo Indians - Calico
We are renting a car and are heading out to the sparsely populated western part of the U.S. in the direction of

lowed by numerous TV shows, commercials, and Hollywood movies.

Monument Valley is not a valley
but a remnant of an extensive plateau. A large portion of this plateau was
crushed into sand by wind and rain thou-

Monument Valley. Monument Valley is
located within the states of Arizona and
Utah. It ranks as

One of the most famous landscapes
in the United States. Endlessly wide and
absolutely untouched lies before us wonderful Monument Valley. A landscape
interspersed with a few rocks, which
have the shapes of peaks, needles, and
blocks.

Wild West films, TV shows, movies

sands of years ago. The rust-colored, six
hundred meter high rocks are the last
monuments of this time.

Unique shapes and appearances
Some of these rocks have unique shapes
and are appropriately named after their

The first Wild West films were already
shot here around 1940. This was fol-

appearances. Here, for example, are the
“three sisters.” Other, not so typical
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rocks are plain and simply called blocks
and stumps. You can drive by car through

other section of the population. The majority of Native Americans, who live on
the reservation, do not live in wigwams or
mud huts, but in small houses or trailers.

Hogans - traditional Navajo mud huts
You still find here in Monument Valley a
few of the traditional Navajo mud huts,
the so-called Hogans.
Monument Valley on a twenty-five kilometer long, unpaved stretch. For hikers,
there are only a few short trails.

The Navajo Indian Reservation
Monument Valley is located on the
largest Navajo Indian reservation. The
earnings from the National Park are a
very important source of income for the
Native Americans. The rights of the Native Americans have clearly become better in the last decades.

A
About 200 kilometers southwest of
Las Vegas is Calico, an old silver mining
town from the nineteenth century. During
the Golden Ages, over a thousand people
lived in this city. As the price of silver
dropped, the people fled in masses.

Today, Calico is a ghost town

Problems of the Native Americans
Tschova, a Navajo, explains that the Native Americans still have considerable
problems like unemployment, poverty,
alcoholism, and crime – more than any

In the last decades, this town was rebuilt to the original style. Restored hotels, saloons, coaches, and many other
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props give the feeling of former times.
Whoever would like to take a bath can
do so in an old-fashioned tub.

Back scrubs or a full wash?
Back scrubs cost 5 cents, and for the enjoyment of a full wash, they charge 10
cents. Then our trip continues towards
the west through sunny California to the
Pacific Coast.
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Unit 06 Los Angeles & Hollywood
Second largest city in the U.S.
Our next destination is the second
largest city in the United States: Los
Angeles. Like all the other cities in the
United States, Los Angeles has a downtown with gigantic skyscrapers and a
distinctive skyline. Only since 1957, the

ride the elevator to the 50th floor of a
skyscraper.

Made up of numerous cities

skyscrapers are not allowed to be built
higher than thirteen floors because of
the risk of earthquakes. Even though
numerous banks, insurance companies,
and large firms are located in the blocks
of steel and glass,

The megacity of L.A. is made up of
numerous cities that have grown together. There is no natural downtown. The
extension of the city from north to south
like from east to west amounts to over
100 kilometers. A very popular recreation area is

The importance of the downtown
for the rest of the city is relatively small.
In order to get a better view of L.A., we

Santa Monica, a beachfront city
in western Los Angeles located directly
on the Pacific Ocean. Nearly eighteen
million people live in this conurbation.
It takes several hours to go from one
end of the city to the other by car. You
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have the impression of driving through a
never-ending suburb.

ment of the public transportation system
will go quicker than it has.

An extensive expressway system

The fame and glamour of Hollywood

was built around the individual city
districts of the large, expanding L.A.
Moloch’s.

The most famous district of L.A. is
Hollywood. The first film-studio settled
down here around 1920, and in the following decade, Hollywood became the
indisputable number one in the film and

F
For a long time, they did without
public transportation. Instead of it, the
freeways were built wider.

Twelve-lane freeways
and four-storied intersections were not
uncommon in L.A. But even that does not
help anymore. For decades, they cannot
deal with the ever-growing abundance

of cars. Tons of pollution and persistent smog are the logical consequences
of this chaos on the roads. We can only
hope that the extension and improve-

TV industries. Today, Hollywood is also
world-famous for the Academy Awards,
also known as the Oscars. This fame and
glamour lures yearly around ten million
tourists here.

The Chinese Theater
This oriental building, the Chinese
Theater, formerly served as the Premier

Theater. Not the building, but the large
square in front of it is the center of at-
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traction. Here have been left the hand
and foot imprints from numerous stars

Hand and foot imprints

on Hollywood Boulevard’s sidewalk, with
the names of famous personalities from
film, music, and show business. Of

ranging from Humphrey Bogart to Sylvester Stallone. The “Styrian Oak” Arnold Schwarzenegger has also left behind his tracks here. Fans are measuring
— but Arnie’s imprints are more than
one size too big.

The Walk of Fame

A
And now for the famous Walk of
Fame. The Walk of Fame has around
2,500 brass stars, which have been left

course, superstar Michael Jackson has
his own star. Besides all this, Hollywood
offers some bookshops, souvenir shops,
and fast food restaurants. But hold on:
Dennis Woodruff, an unemployed actor,
is here entertaining the public for a few
dollars.
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Unit 07 Grand Canyon National Park
Wonder of the world
The most famous National Park in
all of America is the Grand Canyon. Absolutely breathtaking is the first glance

The age of the layers of the rocks
that were exposed here is also unique.

Over two billion years old
down into the wide, deep valleys and ravines of this wonder of the world. The
Colorado River, the second largest river
in the U.S., has cut a deepness here as
far down as 1,800 meters into the colorful stones. Nowhere else in the world

they are almost half as old as the planet
earth itself. And depending on the position of the sun and time of day, these
ancient stones shine in intense colors
from light yellow to dark red. A highway
and many trails go along the southern
rim of the canyon. Many different lookout points always reveal new views into
the ravines.

The N.P. was established in 1919

The Colorado River
can you impressively recognize how violent the force of nature can be. The river
needed several million years to create
this gigantic landscape.

In 1919, when the Grand Canyon
National Park was announced, about
44,000 visitors came. Today, more than
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4 million people come yearly to admire
the unique ravine of the Colorado River.
Of course, the crowds of tourists are an
enormous burden on the plant and animal kingdoms of the National Park.

prepare fresh vegetables and salads. Is
there anything more beautiful than sitting at the campfire at night and reviving the memories of the experiences of
the day?

Other American accommodation
A cheap alternative to camping grounds
are Youth Hostels, which you can find all
over the country. Here and there, you

Rangers protect the National Park
The Rangers are responsible for order,
safety, and information, just like in all
the other National Parks in the U.S. They
look out, for the most part, after the
concerns of the tourists.

also find Bed and Breakfasts; however,
they are for the most part in the higher
price category. The most typical American accommodation are the motels,

Motels all over the country
which you can find all over the country.
Here is one in the lower price catego-

American camping grounds
We put up our tent on the large
National Park camping ground. Many of
the American camping grounds are located in a superb area and for the most
part equipped with picnic tables, grills,
and campfire sites. In order to avoid unbalanced fast food nutrition, we often

ry. Part of every motel’s standard furnishings is a parking spot at the door, a
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shower, and a toilet. Most of the time,
it’s no problem finding a motel because
the neon signs are already shimmering
in the distance on the main roads.
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Unit 08 Las Vegas & American Wedding
Slot machines, large hotels, casinos
With a sea of lights and colors, slot
machines, large hotels, casinos, and entertainment roaring around the clock,
Las Vegas captures the hearts of the

up in the desert one right after another.
And this boom is still going on. About
forty million visitors come yearly to Las
Vegas for

Gambling and amusement

gamblers and the pleasure-seekers. In
the Nevada desert around 1930, only a
couple of houses stood around an oasis.
Today, we can find a booming city with

Gambling goes on day and night.
Many Americans seem to be crazy about
the noise of the coins and the howling of
the machines. Moreover, Las Vegas offers

Entertainment Capital of the World

A lot of different attractions

more than 600,000 inhabitants and a
flourishing leisure industry. Throughout
the U.S., the game of chance was forbid-

such as a replica of New York. Here is the
30 story Luxor Pyramid with the Sphinx
at the entrance. The Venetian, an amaz-

den. When the ban was lifted in 1931 in
Nevada, casinos started quickly shooting

ing replica of Venice with singing Gondoliers. The fairy-tale castle Excalibur
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clearly reminds us of Disneyland. Caesar’s Palace. The large waterfall in front
of the Mirage Hotel. And

In the amusement hell of Las Vegas,
you get the feeling that many Americans
have different tastes and a different attitude to life than the Europeans.

The American way of life
Colorful, glistening Christmas trees delight many American hearts. And also
plastic Santa Clauses and snowmen. It
is well-known how much the Americans

The monstrous, golden lion
which sits enthroned over the entrance
of the MGM Hotel, which belongs to the
largest hotels in the world with five thousand rooms.

The Marriage Capital of the World
Las Vegas is also known as the Marriage Capital of the World. Anyone who is
older than 18 years, has a passport and
eighty dollars, can immediately marry in

any of the many wedding chapels. Witnesses are ready day and night, and for
another fifty dollars, there is organ music and either plastic or real roses.

love their fast food and that there are
many of these restaurants around. Of
course, this is not the healthiest nutrition, and besides, it produces a lot of
garbage. Other

Typical American snacks
are frozen yogurt, frozen lemonade, or
donuts in different variations and fla-
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Many Americans are overweight

vors. Does anyone have the desire for
some fresh cheese out of a spray can?
Many Americans are noticeably

overweight, and their body shape is
similar to that of their beloved Big Macs.
We go for the last time up the Las Vegas Boulevard. A cool breeze is the sign
that the evening is approaching and the
gigantic amusement hub starts rolling
again.
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Unit 09 California - the Golden State
California is also known as the Gold
en State. This name derives from

The California Gold Rush
which attracted thousands of immigrants
in the mid-19th century. For many of

them, the Californian dream of quick
wealth came true. Today, with nearly 40
million inhabitants,

California is the most populous state

ated along the Pacific coast. By far, the
largest city in California is Los Angeles.
The megacity is home to about 18 mil-

L.A. - center of Southern California
lion people, making it the second largest
city in the United States.

As far as economic performance and
productivity are concerned, the Golden
State is also the leader in the U.S. Besides agriculture, technology, science,

in the U.S. The capital of California, Sacramento, is located off the coast and is a

The economy of California

relatively small town with around 500,000
inhabitants. All the large cities and densely populated metropolitan areas are situ-

and trade, media and tourism play an
important role. If it were a country, California would be the 5th largest economy
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in the world, larger than the United Kingdom or France. Silicon Valley is known
all over the world. This region, located in
the San Francisco Bay Area of Northern

al computer. Besides this, California is
in many other respects the state of re-

Silicon Valley - high technology
California, is the global leader in high

cords: in Death Valley, you can find the
lowest point of the continental U.S., and
within the Sierra Nevada’s mountains

A state of records
technology, venture capital, innovation,
and social media. The biggest companies that have settled in Silicon Valley
are Apple, Google, Facebook, Wells Fargo, and Visa.

the highest point. Also, the highest and
oldest trees of the world, the Redwoods

California is a global trendsetter
But California is also known as a
global trendsetter in popular culture and
and the Sequoias, are rooted in Californian soil. Nowhere else in the U.S. do
fruits and vegetables grow better than
in the Central Valley, and the Californian
climate is the best for the vineyards.

The Californian climate is unique
politics. It is considered the origin of the
American film industry, the hippie counterculture, the Internet, and the person-

because of the southern position
and the closeness to the Pacific. It is
cool and damp in the winter and sunny
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in the summer. An ideal climate for travelers, tourists, sunbathers, and sailors.
And especially for surfers. But the outstanding Californian climate has begun
to change in the last few decades.

Climate change and global warming
are causing more and more frequent pe-

riods of drought, forest fires, heat waves,
and due to the rise of the sea level.
With more than 10 million residents, California is in first place in the immigration

fornia between Santa Barbara and San
Diego. Here, you can find crowded palm

Beaches for bathing and surfing
beaches as well as private, romantic
bays. The further north you go in California, the steeper and rockier the coast

becomes. Most of the landscape is still
as wild and untouched as it was before
the first Europeans arrived here in the
sixteenth century. Not only because of
the rocky beaches, but also because of
the cold water and the many dangerous currents, large parts of the northern
coast of California are not suitable for
swimming.

statistics of the U.S. The vast majority of
California’s new inhabitants were born in
Latin America or Asia. In recent years,
more than half of the immigrants came
from Asia.

The famous Highway #1

The most beautiful beaches for
bathing and surfing lie in southern Cali-

We drive further on the famous
Highway #1 with San Francisco as our
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destination. We can’t believe our eyes as
we drive along the coast of Big Sur. In

A large colony of sea lions
spite of the curious tourists and the clicking of the cameras, a large colony of sea
lions makes them feel at home on the
sandy beach. They lie next to one an-
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Unit 10 San Francisco - city on a hilly peninsula
The center of Northern California
The next stop on our trip is to one
of the oldest, most beautiful cities in the
United States – San Francisco. San Francisco lies on a hilly peninsula between

the Pacific and San Francisco Bay and is
home to about 900,000 people. In

San Francisco’s Financial District

quarter after the strong earthquake in
1989. Nevertheless, the experts are

The risk of earthquakes

warning against even stronger earthquakes within the next one hundred
years. Since 2018,

Salesforce Tower

towers the second tallest building of the
city, the Transamerica Pyramid, which
stands two hundred and sixty meters

is the tallest building in San Francisco.
It has a height of more than 320 meters
and is located in the South of Market
district.

tall. Because of the risk of earthquakes,
skyscrapers have to be built by a special method of construction. It worked!
There was nearly no damage in this

Chinatown is the exotic quarter of
San Francisco. Nearly 100,000 people
from East Asia give off the flair of China
here. Curved pagoda roofs, street lights
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with dragon tails, and billboards in Chinese writing characterize this quarter.

Cable cars - a trademark of the city

with its sun-bathing sea lions and Lombard Street, known as the crookedest
street in the world.

Then we board a cable car and drive up
the steep California street. The pleasure
is most intensive when you stand on the
step and lean with your upper body out
of the car. The cable cars are a distinc-

Americans - superficial, consuming?
Americans are often described as being
superficial, artificial, and obsessed with
consuming. But on our trip, we also meet
many open-minded and helpful people
tive trademark of San Francisco. They
are driven by a steel cable, which moves
at a constant speed under the tracks.
The cable car drivers have to work hard
because they have to latch and release
the cars with pliers.

Many other tourist destinations
who do not fit this picture. To find out
more about the Americans, we spontaneously decide to interview some passengers at the subway station.

The famous Golden Gate Bridge

Other very attractive tourist destinations are the former prison island of
Alcatraz, Fisherman’s Wharf & Pier 39

As a highlight of our stay in San
Francisco, we visit the symbol of the
city: the Golden Gate Bridge. The bridge
is named after the Golden Gate, which
is the San Francisco Bay’s only opening
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out to the ocean. The simple method of
construction suits perfectly to the landscape. The Golden Gate Bridge is one of

A unique suspension bridge

than forty million vehicles drive over the
Golden Gate Bridge. Even though

There are six lanes available
the largest suspension bridges in the
world. The 2.7 kilometers long bridge
components dangle from two steel cables. The bridge is important for the connection to the north. Each year, no less

there are daily traffic jams in both directions. Slowly, the night is coming, and
with a sad heart, we say goodbye to San
Francisco and to the United States of
America.

Links zu weiteren Unterrichtsmaterialien - Unit 10

Online-Exercises
#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6

Drag & Drop exercises- fill in the missing words
Matching – which photo refers to the text?
Listening exercise – can you find out the Ding-Dong word?
Describing & explaining – use the keywords for your story!
Vocabulary – test yourself!
Native-Speaker Commentary & Text

Download Area

Unit 10

Native-Speaker Schulfilm

